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went too far, and that the time for a decisive transformation
of the Roman state had not yet come.

On the Ides (or i5th) of March in the year 44 B. c. Caesar
was murdered at a meeting of the Senate by a band of con-
spirators, among whom Marcus and Decimus Brutus and
Cassius were the ringleaders. They had a majority of the
Senate on their side but did not meet with the sympathy they
expected either from the Roman mob or the army, or even
the population of Italy. The automatic transference of power
to the hands of the Senate, which the conspirators evidently
expected to follow Caesar's death, never took place. Antony,
the consul, and Lepidus, the Master of the Horse, possessed
a military force, which was entirely devoted to them and
enabled them to suppress any threatening movement on the
part of the Senate. The position of the conspirators became
still more critical when it became clear that the populace of the
capital was against them. The rabble was bought over by
the gifts bequeathed to them by Caesar in a will which Antony
at once made public.

But the position of Caesar's partisans was not stable
either. Who was to be Caesar's successor?- No one gave
a serious thought to Octavius, the boy of eighteen who had
inherited Caesar's fortune and name, and was then with the
army in Illyria. The situation was approximately the same
as after the death of Alexander the Great. But it soon became
clear that Antony the consul had more energy and foresight
than any one else at Rome. He insisted on patching up an
agreement with the Senate. The Senate was prepared to
confirm all the Acts of Caesar in general, and his arrange-
ments for the immediate future in particular, including the
distribution of provinces among the ex-magistrates. In return
for this concession Antony'was willing to treat the recent
event as a regrettable misunderstanding and to sink Caesar's
death in oblivion. But this amnesty was no permanent
settlement: each side was in search of means to strengthen
their position, or, in other words, of military support.

With this object Antony, who had secured possession of
Caesar's treasure and his papers, first passed a law in con-
travention of Caesar's arrangements. By them Antony was
to have the province of Macedonia, while Syria was allotted
to Dolabella, the other consul; but the new law, though it
left Dolabella's province unchanged, gave Antony Caesar's old